· The following guidance has been compiled with the maintenance of the Churchyard in mind to keep it in a beautiful and dignified state. 
· St Mary’s Church Cubbington and Churchyard are  part of the Diocese of Coventry and therefore this guidance should be read together with the Diocese of Coventry’s Churchyard Memorials: Chancellor’s Regulations and Churchyards Regulation Guidance for the erection of memorials. Both documents are available at www.coventry.anglican.org/admin/dac/memorialsinchurchyards
1. Ownership

When permission is granted for the earthly remains of a loved one to be interred in the Churchyard the actual plot, either a grave-space or in the Garden of Remembrance, does not become the property of the next-of-kin. The space is being made available for a “time and a season.” The fee paid is a legal charge and does not constitute purchase of the plot. The ownership of the land remains under the authority of the Incumbent and the Parochial Church Council (PCC), who have the ultimate responsibility for its upkeep.

2. Memorials

Headstones remain the responsibility of the next-of-kin. If a headstone becomes unstable it is the next-of-kin who pays for its removal and/ or replacement. Until re-erection is completed the PCC will on grounds of safety arrange for the unstable stone to be laid flat.

Headstones should not be erected until 12 months have elapsed since burial to allow the ground to “settle”. During this time the grave may be marked by a plain wooden cross with a brass nameplate.

3. Design of memorials

Memorials, including headstones, memorial plaques, vases and inscriptions, are subject to the Diocesan Chancellor’s Regulations (available as above website). 

Legally if you wish to erect or amend/ add to a memorial in the Churchyard you have to apply in writing to the Priest-in-Charge including a drawing showing the dimensions and details of all graphics and inscriptions.
It is important to realise that over time the Diocesan Regulations have changed. This means that there are monuments in the Churchyard from past times of types that are no longer allowed, for example open books. 
4. Garden of Remembrance

· Flowers are confined to the central area set aside for them.

· Wreaths may be placed on the remembrance plaques on Christmas and Remembrance Day, but not at other times.

(They will be removed on the last day of January and November respectively).

· A single flower or a modest flower arrangement may be placed on the remembrance plaque to mark a birthday or anniversary.
5. Maintenance

· The surface of the Churchyard will be kept as level as possible. Grave mounds are allowed only for the resettlement of the earth following an interment. Kerbstones are not permitted.
· The planting of bulbs and plants is not allowed in the turf immediately in front of a headstone.

· Please place all wreaths on the base of the headstone to allow for strimming. 
· No artificial flowers, of any material, except wreaths at Christmas and on Remembrance Day are allowed in the Churchyard.

· Any person authorised to look after the Churchyard may remove withered floral arrangements.

· Please dispose of flowers in the green bins provided and non-degradable wrappings in the black bins provided.
6. Churchyard Workers

The Churchyard is maintained to a very high standard by a dedicated band of hard-working volunteers, most of whom are retired, who would be delighted to welcome anyone who is able to help.
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